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What Does it Take to Get into College?

I. What do colleges look for in an applicant?

II. What are the minimum college requirements?

III. Who is actually getting accepted to college?

IV. How much does college cost?

V. How do you pay for college?

VI. Where do you begin?



What Do Colleges Look For In An Applicant?

• Challenging Curriculum

• Grades

• Standardized Test Scores

• Extracurricular Activities



“Rigorous curriculum is a greater factor in 
determining college graduation rates than class 

standing, standardized test scores, or grade point 
average.”

BY CLIFFORD ADELMAN, SR. RESEARCH  ANALYST, U.S. DEPT OF 
EDUCATION



Choose Classes Carefully

• College gatekeepers say that the applicants 
whom they value most have taken college 
prep in high school and have performed 
well in these courses. 

• College Prep courses = AICE, AP, IB, &
Dual Enrollment

• Students should take at least 5 academic 
courses per year in Language Arts, Math, 
Science, Social Studies, and World 
Languages.



The latest annual 
admission survey from 
the National Association 
of College Admission 
Counselors indicates 
that 84 % of admission 
directors at state and 
private schools say 
grades in college-prep 
classes are of 
"considerable 
importance." 
(MoneyWatch CBS 
NEWS, 2012)

http://www.nacacnet.org/Pages/default.aspx


Minimum College Admission Requirements

The SUS will no longer use a sliding scale. Beginning with summer 2011 admits and thereafter, the 
minimum requirements are:

3.0 recalculated GPA + SAT or ACT 
OR
2.5-2.99 recalculated GPA + at least the minimum scores on all sections of SAT or ACT:
SAT:  EBRW - 500 ACT:  Reading – 19
SAT:  Math - 500 ACT:  Math - 19

ACT:  English/Writing – 18

All students must have completed:
4 credits English
3 credits Science
3 credits Social Science
2 credits Foreign Language
4 credits Math, Algebra I – must have a math beyond Algebra 2!
2 credits Additional academic credits 
18 total academic credits
Note: Note: Informal Geometry is not accepted for university admissions.    Per Fl. DOE website.



College Ready Scores

•EBRW 440
•Math  440
•25 Writing
•24 Read
•24 Math

SAT

• Eng 17

• Read 19

•Math 19

ACT

•Writing 
103

• Read 
106

•Math  114

PERT
Earning these minimum scores will not guarantee admission to a state university



SAT vs. ACT?

• Most schools will accept either. Always check the colleges’ websites to see how they 

use SAT & ACT test scores.

• Super Scoring SAT and ACT

• Most students test more than once – average 2 to 3 times

• SAT – Evidence-Based Reading and Writing, Math and optional essay

• ACT – Achievement Test – English, Reading, Math, Science, & optional writing



PSAT

A standardized test that provides firsthand practice for the SAT.  It also gives you a chance 
to enter NMSC scholarship programs and gain access to college and career planning tools. 

Who takes the PSAT? All students in grades 9-10. Many students in grade 11. 

The most common reasons for taking the PSAT/NMSQT are to:

• Receive feedback on  your strengths and skills necessary for college study.

• You can then focus your preparation on those areas that could most benefit from additional study or practice.

• See how your performance on an admissions test might compare with that of others applying to college

• Enter the competition for scholarships from NMSC (grade 11)

• Help prepare for the SAT by becoming familiar with the kinds of questions and exact directions you will see on 
the SAT.

• Receive information for colleges when you check “yes” to Student Search Service.









Extracurricular Activities

 Well rounded student

 Good time management skills

 Avoid “filling up” resume

 Quality over quantity

 Leadership skills

 Community Service



How Much Does College Cost?



Basic Cost of Attendance at 
Palm Beach State College 2016-2017 (Living at home)



Basic Cost of Attendance at 
Florida Atlantic University 2016-2017



Basic Cost of Attendance at 
University of Florida 2016-2017



Basic Cost of Attendance at 
Harvard University 2016-2017



How Am I Going to Pay for College?



Florida Prepaid?

• Cost per Credit Hour at FAU  $201

• Tuition, Local Fees and Differential  $196

• Tuition & Differential  $157

• Tuition and Local Fees  $156

• Tuition Only  $116 $85
Per Hr



Financial Aid

 Loans

 Work-Study Program

 Grants

 Scholarships



Financial Aid Continued

• FAFSA:  Free application 
for Federal Student Aid, 
www.fafsa.ed.gov- after 
October 1st senior year

• CSS/Financial Aid Profile at 
www.collegeboard.org

• College/University 
Financial Aid application

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov-/


Bright Futures Scholarship



Bright Futures Scholarship

The Bright Futures Program offers 3 levels of scholarship awards:

The Florida Academic Scholar – FAS

The Florida Medallion Scholar – FMS

The Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholarship

It is the students’ job to know and meet the requirements of the Florida Bright 
Futures Scholarship Program. (per the FDOE website)
The program and award amounts can change yearly and are dependent on the state 
legislature.



Florida Academic Scholar

GPA:  3.5 weighted GPA using the credits listed below, combined with 
the test scores and community service hours listed below.

Required Credits:  Courses must include 16 credits  of college 
preparatory academic classes

4 English (3 with substantial writing)
4 Mathematics (Algebra I and above – must also have a math 

beyond  Algebra II)
3 Natural Science (2 with substantial lab)
3 Social Science
2 Foreign Language (in the same language)

Total of 16 Credits  May use up to two additional credits from courses 
in the academic listed above and/or AP, IB or AICE fine arts course to 
raise GPA

Community Service: 100 hours

Test Scores:  1290 SAT I (based on the combined EBRW and Math 
Sections only) or 29 ACT (excluding the writing section)



Florida Medallion Scholar
Grade Point Average:  3.0 weighted GPA

Required Credits:  Courses must include 16 credits  of college preparatory academic 
classes

4 English (3 with substantial writing)

4 Mathematics (Algebra I and above- math beyond Algebra2)

3 Natural Science (2 with substantial lab)

3 Social Science

2 Foreign Language (in the same language)

Total of 16 Credits  May use up to two additional credits from courses in the 
academic listed above and/or AP, IB or AICE fine arts course to raise GPA

Community Service- 75 hours

Test scores:  Combined score of 1170 SAT Reasoning Test (EBRW and Math sections 
only) or a composite score of 26 on the ACT (excluding the writing section) 



Florida Gold Seal Vocational
• GPA -3.0 weighted GPA using the 16 core credits required for high school 

graduation with a 4-year diploma (listed below), and a 3.5 unweighted GPA in a 
minimum of three vocational credits in one vocational program, and test scores 
listed below.

• Required Credits

• Credits must be in the 16 core credits required for high school graduation with a 4-
year diploma.

• 4 English
• 4 Mathematics
• 3 Natural Science
• 3 Social Science (Am. History, World History, Am. Govt. and Economics)
• 1 Practical Arts; OR 1 Performing Arts; OR .5 credit in each
• .5 Personal Fitness
• .5 Physical Education
• Total of 16 Credits

• Plus a minimum of three Vocational Job-Preparatory or Technology Education 
Program credits in one vocational program

• Community Service – 30 hours

• Test ScoresSAT or ACT. Composite scores are not accepted. A student must 
qualify on the ACT alone, the SAT alone or the CPT alone.  Test types cannot be 
combined. CPT:  Reading 83, Sentence Skills 83, Algebra 72; SAT EBRW 440, 
Math 440; ACT English 17, Reading 18 Math 19

http://www.firn.edu/doe/bin00072/csrequire.htm
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/sat/about.html
http://www.act.org/
http://www.act.org/
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/sat/about.html




Bright Futures Scholarship

Application Opens October 1



Scholarship Bulletin

SCHOLARSHIP WEBSITE
SPECIAL 

REQUIREMENTS
GPA ESSAY REFERENCE TRANSCRIPT AMOUNT DEADLINE

Burger King Scholars Program
https://www,scholarsapply.org/b
urgerkingscholars/information.ph

p

High school senior; must plan to 
enroll full-time, without 

interruption, for the entire 
upcoming academic year at an 
accredited 2 or 4 year college, 

university, or vocational-technical 
school in the US, Canada or Puerto 

Rico.

Minimum 2.5 GPA See website for details See website for details See website for details $1,000 - $50,000 Dec-16

Lead Roster Scholarship
http://www.leadroster.com/

?scholarship
Seniors interested in sales and 

marketing
N/A Submit video N/A N/A $1,000 12/15/2016

Sharprocket SEO Internet Marketing 
Scholarship

http://sharprocket.com.ph/s
eo-internet-marketing-

scholarship/

US Citizen; high school senior N/A

Short video or short essay 
answering any of these two 

questions: What would be your 
main strategy to market your 
business online? or What is 

your number one tip to manage 
a team of millennials?

N/A N/A $500 12/15/2016

AXA Achievement Scholarship

http://www.axa-
equitable.com/axa-

foundation/AXA-
achievement-

scholarship.html

See website for details N/A N/A N/A N/A $2,000-$25,000 12/15/2016

Burger King McLamore Foundation 
Scholarship

www.bkmclamorefoundatio
n.org/whatwedo/scholarspr

ogram

See website for details N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 12/15/2016

The Publicity.ai SEO & Content 
Marketing Scholarship

https://publicity.ai/?scholar
ship

High school students interested in 
SEO and content marketing.

N/A
Brief essay explaining the best 
use of content marketing --see 

website for details
N/A N/A $1,000 12/15/2016

Thomas Law Offices Scholarship
http://www.thomaslawoffic

es.com/scholarship
High school senior enrolled as first 

time college student
N/A See website for details See website for details See website for details $1,000 12/15/2016

www.rpbhs.org The bulletin includes all scholarships that come 
through our office. As this is not a comprehensive list of all 
scholarships,  individual research is important!

https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.leadroster.com/?scholarship&sa=D&ust=1481291647609000&usg=AFQjCNEwAw7uIRfQq1nVvTt-uYbV8il-DQ
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://sharprocket.com.ph/seo-internet-marketing-scholarship/&sa=D&ust=1481291647610000&usg=AFQjCNEU9sBAfam8lHQOEvznPqFNCX6ykA
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.axa-equitable.com/axa-foundation/AXA-achievement-scholarship.html&sa=D&ust=1481291647610000&usg=AFQjCNG3lsvRK21boCKVGzk7qV53jRFc9Q
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.bkmclamorefoundation.org/whatwedo/scholarsprogram&sa=D&ust=1481291647611000&usg=AFQjCNHs77SKy0qL6rY0cgua6Bj6oywGRg
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://publicity.ai/?scholarship&sa=D&ust=1481291647611000&usg=AFQjCNHCXIb3jUJAB1fneqGHCeZUT5_gtw
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.thomaslawoffices.com/scholarship&sa=D&ust=1481291647612000&usg=AFQjCNG61lRUlZof_a6HTefyOIgWG3L0aA
http://www.rpbhs.org/


General Scholarship Searches
www.fastweb.com
www.cappex.com

www.collegeboard.com
www.finaid.org

www.inlikeme.com
www.collegeconfidential.com
www.collegenet.com/mach25

www.scholarship.org
www.gocollege.com

www.collegescholarships.com
www.findtuition.com

www.ANYCOLLEGE.com
www.ScholarshipExperts.com
www.scholarshipamerica.org
www.StudentScholarships.org

www.wisechoice.com

http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.cappex.com/
http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://www.finaid.org/
http://www.inlikeme.com/
http://www.collegeconfidential.com/
http://www.collegenet.com/mach25
http://www.scholarship.org/
http://www.gocollege.com/
http://www.collegescholarships.com/
http://www.findtuition.com/
http://www.anycollege.com/
http://www.scholarshipexperts.com/
http://www.scholarshipamerica.org/
http://www.studentscholarships.org/
http://www.wisechoice.com/


Scholarships & Bright Futures

Parent Info Night 
September 20



Now What?

Where do I 
begin?



9th and 10th Grade 

• Choose Rigorous Academic Courses

• Every grade counts!

• Start Community Service

• Get to know your counselor



Meet the RPBHS Counselors

A-Dh

Pluta

Di-Je  
Rosado

Ji-Mc

Lanier

Me-R

Harmon

S-Z

Kushel

IEP

Murphy

ELL

Delgado



9th and 10th Grade 

• Get involved in activities, clubs and sports

• Take a virtual class

• Create Collegeboard and Khan Academy 

accounts and link them

• MyCareerShines



College Board and Khan Academy



MyCareerShines.org



Junior Timeline

August-
October

• Start the year with a good attitude and rigorous courses. 
• Begin research on what your needs and wants are regarding college. 
• Prepare and take the PSAT in October. 

November

• Start your college search online, and through reading guides and directories.  

December -
February

• Consider taking an SAT prep class.  
• Register for the SAT and ACT in Spring. 
• Discuss finances and college selection process with your parents.  
• Study hard and keep your grades up!



Junior Timeline

March -
April

• Sort through college mail.  
• Begin narrowing your list to 20 – 25 colleges.  
• Take SAT in March in school. 
• Start thinking about your extracurricular activity list and portfolio.

May

• Narrow your college list to 10 – 12 schools and continue scheduling visits.  
• Take any SATs, ACTs, and AP/AICE/IB tests.  
• Work on a rough draft of your extracurricular activity list and portfolio.  

June

• Take SAT Subject Tests and/or ACT.  
• Relax a bit.  
• Throw yourself into your summer job, internship or course work.  
• Start summer college visits.

July

• Continue college visits.  
• Begin work on college essays.  
• Prepare for fall SATs, ACTs or SAT Subject Tests, if necessary.  
• Begin your college applications.



College Comparison Worksheet



College Visit Worksheet



Senior Timeline

August

• Start the year with a good attitude and rigorous courses.  Keep working hard.  
• Prepare for fall standardized tests, if necessary.  
• Write your application essays.  
• Meet with your counselor for a credit check. 
• Continue college visits.  Apply early!

September

• Consider applying Early Decision, if you have one clear top-choice college.  Consider applying Early 
Action.  

• Get application forms from colleges or their websites.  Register for October, November and/or December 
SAT, SAT Subject Tests and/or ACT, if necessary.  

• Ask teachers to write recommendations and provide them with the necessary forms and envelopes.  
• Begin scholarship search and continue this throughout the year. Check the Scholarship Bulletin on the 

RPBHS website.  

October

• Apply for Bright Futures and Apply for the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) at 
www.fafsa.ed.gov. 

• File Early Decision/Early Action applications, if applicable. 
• Decide on a final list of schools to apply to.  Get a copy of your transcript and check it over. 
• Continue distributing teacher recommendation forms.  
• Check and double-check deadlines for admissions, financial aid and housing.  Take SATs and/or ACT, if 

scheduled.  If applying early anywhere, file the CSS/Financial Aid PROFILE. 



Senior Timeline

November

• File applications with December deadlines.  
• Continue distributing teacher recommendation forms.  
• Continue working on applications.  
• Continue searching for scholarship opportunities.  
• Take the SATs, if scheduled.  November is the only testing date that offers SAT Subject Tests in 

a foreign language with the listening portion.

December

• File applications with January deadlines.  
• Politely check with teachers and counselor to be sure recommendations and transcripts have 

been sent. 
• Register to receive the CSS/Financial Aid PROFILE at www.collegeboard.org. 
• If you still need to take SATs or ACT, this is the last date to do so and still make January and 

February college application deadlines.

January-
February

• Continue to file applications.  
• Send transcripts to colleges. 
• Call Admissions Offices or check online to verify that applications are complete.  
• Take final SAT and/or ACT.



Senior Timeline

March-April

• Receive decision letters.  
• Look over financial aid packages with your parents, and call the schools directly if you 

have any concerns. 
• If you are wait-listed, follow up with a letter of continued interest and additional 

information and/or recommendations.  
• Schedule last-minute visits to colleges where you have been accepted or wait-listed.  

Many schools have events especially for admitted students; go, if you are able.  
• Begin searching for summer jobs and/or internships.  
• May 1st is the national intent-to-enroll deadline.

May-June

• Take AP, AICE exams and/or SAT Subject Tests, if scheduled, and send the scores to 
your final choice college.  

• Write thank you notes to people who wrote recommendations for you.  
• Arrange to have your final transcript sent to your college.  
• Graduate and take a deep breath!  You did it!



Applying to College



Additional Considerations

• Apply for Free/Reduced Lunch

• Review the College Admission Handbook

• Contact Counselor with Further Questions



Save the Dates:

September 20 - Scholarships and Bright Futures

October 2 – Open House

October 9 – FAFSA Night



Visit our Partners


